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lime-water to allay the inflammation in the intestines,. A tablespoonful of this daily should be sufficient. One-half dram doses of bismuth subnitrate may also be tried. There is no patent medicine that will take the place of cleanliness.
THUMPS
Thumps is usually described as a dietary disturbance of small pigs, but it is probably a symptom rather than a distinct disease. The exact nature of thumps is not well understood and, as a result, there are numerous opinions expressed as to its specific cause.
Due to the fact that early litters farrowed in close confinement often develop the disease, it is commonly claimed to be caused by too heavy feeding and lack of sufficient exercise. This may be true in rare instances, but no one has been able to explain why a pig should thump just because it happens to be plump.
Another and more probable reason for thumps is that the early and closely confined litters are often kept for weeks in pens that may be polluted with round-worm eggs, and it is easy to understand how they may become infected. Small pigs are very highly susceptible to round-worm infection and the worms in the course of their growth pass through the lungs. From this it would appear that many pigs exhibit the common symptoms associated with thumps because their lungs harbor many immature round-worms. It is at least acknowledged that a heavy infection of round-worms could readily cause pigs to show exactly the same set of symptoms.
Symptoms
The affected pigs breathe with difficulty and often show sudden and spasmodic movements of the flanks. Some may appear pot-bellied and sluggish. If the cause is worm infection, many of the pigs will later develop a staggering gait> cough, and eventually die or become runts.